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Meet Your New PriNciPal
By: Alexis Sanchez
 I recently sat down with our new 
principal, Chad Ellis, in the hopes of 
helping all of us get to know him a little 
better.  Immediately upon walking into 
his office, I noticed a flag tacked to the 
wall behind his desk and he pointed out 
another in the opposite corner of the room.  
Our conversation started there.  Both flags 
represent his family.  The flag behind his 
desk is the official flag of Wales, a country 
in Europe (which he attempted to draw 
for me), which is where his relatives are 
from.  The second is the US Navy flag, 
representing his many family members 
who have served in the Navy.
 Now knowing where he came 
from, I wanted to know what Mr. Ellis is 
like as a person.  Some fun facts about him 
are that he likes to play guitar for fun, he 
rides a motorcycle “when the weather’s 
nice,” and his guilty pleasure is playing his 
Xbox 360 on which he tries to fit in time to 
play some favorite games.  When he was 
in high school Mr. Ellis explains that he 
was a quiet, good student, but “not the top 
in the class.”  He spent a lot of time in the 
art room wishing he was more artistic, and 
he was known for his activism concerning 
human and civil rights issues.  Like many 
of us, Mr. Ellis felt the pressures of being 
“defined by other people.”  He always 
thought people saw him a certain way and 
didn’t think that was fair.
 Before becoming our principal, 
Mr. Ellis worked as a Social Studies 
teacher, first at South Windsor High 
School, then at Enfield High School.  At 
EHS he became the department head of 
the Social Studies department, then went 
on to become the Assistant Principal.  At 
the same time, he taught a program for 
future teachers at UCONN.  Mr. Ellis 

“never thought [he’d] want 
to become principal.”  In 
his time, he’d seen both 
positive and negative 
aspects of being a 
principal.  He’d seen many 
principals who were more 
caught up with policies 
and procedures instead 
of teaching and learning.  
But he also saw principals 
who were “great teachers” 
and who had “the ability 
to control what happened 
in teaching and learning.”  
Such is the type of principal 
he aspires to be.
 Mr. Ellis has “lots 
of ideas” for MHS.  So 
far he has come up with two long-term 
goals.  The first is to “make the school 
as safe as it can be” both physically and 
emotionally.  He says, “School is a place 
for everybody” and calls it “the great 
equalizer.”  His second goal is to give 
his students more opportunities.  We all 
know that the athletic opportunities here 
at Montville are easy to come by and Mr. 
Ellis has noticed this too.  Therefore, he 
wants to “create more programs for non-
athletes.”  One program idea he’s come 
up with is to get MHS involved with a 
sister-school so that we can send students 
there and have their students come here.  
Mr. Ellis also hopes to help students “get 
skills” that they can use after high school, 
whether they decide to “go to school…go 
to work…or join the military.”  He wants 
to see students succeed no matter what 
they want to do in their lives.
 In closing, Mr. Ellis left us with 
some things to keep in mind during our 

high school careers.  He wants students 
to remember that the “four years in high 
school are very important” and that 
“students should work as hard as they 
can.”  But he also wants us to remember 
that “it’s just four years.”  As he himself 
learned, once high school is over, “life 
is so different [and] you get to create a 
whole new you.”  He suggests students 
“find one adult in the school who you 
are comfortable with” and, he repeats, 
“Understand it’s only four years.”  
 I found Mr. Ellis to be an all-around 
nice guy who we can all relate to.  He has 
high hopes for MHS’s future, including 
a bunch of great ideas for students, both 
individually and as a student body.  So far 
he’s done his best to transition into our 
school and I think it’s important that we 
all make him feel welcome.  So if you see 
him in the hallway, say a hello or give a 
wave.  He’s your new principal and he’s 
here to stay.
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There has been an ongoing debate 
between biologists and clergymen for 
decades concerning how the universe 
came into being. The creationist view is 
that a supernatural being, the Christian 
God for example, brought everything into 
existence Himself. Evolution, on the other 
hand, is based on scientific study and 
research, and hypothesizes that “complex 
creatures evolve from more simplistic 
ancestors naturally over time. In a nutshell, 
as random genetic mutations occur within 

creatioNisM Vs. eVolutioN, MYth Vs. Fact

sNowPocalYPse

 The month of January gave 
Connecticut the most snow in its history. 
Over 50 inches of snow fell during this 
month, covering our small town and state 
in a blanket of snow. Even for people 
who enjoy this season, enough is enough! 
We have already had six snow days, one 
teacher snow day, and we are not even done 
with winter yet. 
By this time, we all have our stories, 
ranging from our pet’s new bathroom 
location, to collapsing roofs. But there 
are some facts out there worth taking a 
look at.
 In Windsor, Mototown USA, a 
building of more than 200,000 square 
feet, collapsed into nothing. Imagine 
the force that it would require to take 
down a building of that size. I am no 
physics major, but by my estimations, 
that is a whole lot of snow. This type 
of activity has not been abnormal for 
our state. Middletown High School was 

an organism’s genetic code, the beneficial 
mutations are preserved because they aid 
survival -- a process known as “natural 
selection.” These beneficial mutations are 
passed on to the next generation. Over 
time, beneficial mutations accumulate and 
the result is an entirely different organism 
(not just a variation of the original, but an 
entirely different creature).” (Accessed 
January 24, 2011 http://www.darwins-
theory-of-evolution.com/) 

Personally, I agree with Darwin’s 
theory of evolution. I prefer to base my 
beliefs on data taken by a renowned 
scientist who spent decades researching 
his findings, rather than fairy tales from 
an outdated book that has possibly been 
altered, misinterpreted and bastardized by 
corrupt bishops and priests for the past two 
thousand years. 

If society only had Darwin’s 
Theory of Evolution to go on concerning 
how the universe came into being, I 

believe that not only would we be a much 
more advanced culture, but the theory of 
Creationism would be laughed at. 

Evolution is based on studies and 
events that actually took place. I can’t say 
for sure if some of the Bible’s recorded 
proceedings didn’t take place because I 
wasn’t there. In fact, I’m sure some of them 
did, but the thing is that I don’t believe in 
God. Therefore, He couldn’t have made 
anything at all. The premise of Him is 
simply ludicrous in my opinion. I’m not 
trying to mock anyone’s beliefs; this is 
simply how I feel and what I believe. 

The purpose of this article is to 
question things, not to just blindly follow 
where your shepherd leads you. Ask 
questions, and if you don’t get an answer, 
research it and try to come up with your 
own. No one does know how the universe 
came into being, and I doubt we ever will, 
so I suppose this debate will go unsolved 
until the end of time. 

used as an Emergency Shelter that housed 
up to 100 people who narrowly escaped 
an apartment building collapse. Locally, 
Mohegan Elementary School also suffered 
from this same problem. Joey McDaniel, 
a senior here at MHS says, “I used to love 
snow. Now, I just hate it.”
 Every day I look out my front door 
and say to myself,  “If we get anymore 

snow, where are we going to put it?” I 
guess I should be asking myself, “If we 
get anymore snow, how will we pay for 
it?” The Department of Public Works has 
clearly gone over the $240,000 it put aside 
for this winter, not expecting an apocalyptic 
like season. Here are some figures to think 
about: $119,000 in paid overtime, $120,000 
on salt, and $75,000 for another storm, if 

another occurs. That’s not counting gas, 
sand and whatever else they need to 
battle this hectic snowpocalypse.  
 My father is a police officer in 
Ledyard, and I asked him how they 
have been battling with the dangerous 
weather. He is normally on the midnight 
shift, where the snow fell the heaviest. 
“Usually, we get a lot of accidents in 
Ledyard. But it seemed like people 
understood the dangers, and stayed 
inside”. 
 Hopefully, the biggest storms are 
out of the way for this year. 

An Opinion By: Rachael Scovish

By: Tim Nott

Charles Darwin
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Celebrities have always been the 
people to look up to. But are they really 
the appropriate role models for the public 
to idolize?  In recent years some stars that 
many have looked up to have acted in 
ways that shouldn’t be modeled.  Rather 
than acknowledging the influence they 
have on the people in the real world, they 
turn their backs and become notorious 
for behavior that anyone else would have 
to spend jail-time for!  Now, in an age 
where we have more contact with celebrity 
gossip than ever before, we are faced with 
a question: What influence do celebrities 
have on today’s youth? Celebrities inspire 
people to be destructively thin, put harmful 
substances in their bodies, and many 
parents are concerned with the overall 
content that superstars are putting on 
television, in movies, and over the Internet. 
Pop culture idols should think twice before 
making a bad decision because of their 
influence on their young fans or others who 

lookiNg DowN oN the stars

heY seNiors – we’re alMost DoNe!

 Second semester has finally 
arrived, meaning we are halfway through 
the school year.  In other words, high school 
is almost over!  Pretty soon, while everyone 
else is picking classes for next year, we’ll 
be picking which college we want to go to.  
By now, most of us have already applied 
to colleges, and some of us have already 
heard back from those places.  For those 
of you who haven’t applied anywhere yet, 
you’d better get a move on!  
Our first semester’s grades have been 
sent in with our transcripts, and now the 
fun can begin, right?  Wait!  Not just yet.  
My advice to you is this: don’t slack off!  
You may have applied to college, gotten 
accepted, and made your commitment (if 
you’re lucky!), but remember: your second 
semester grades are also going to be sent 
to your future school.  You don’t want to 
suddenly slack off and let that school see 
that you let your grades drop.  I know that 
each and every one of you is capable of 

may look up to them.
Celebrities do not only have a bad 

influence on the looks and personalities of 
their fans, but also on their health. With 
superstars like Lyndsey Lohan getting 
arrested for stealing jewelry and DUI,  
Amy Winehouse checking into rehab yet 
again, or movie stars lighting up their 
cigarettes on screen, there has to be some 
effect on their admirers. Based on a recent 
Newsweek poll, 77 percent of Americans 
believe that celebrities have too much of 
an influence on young girls. The effects 
are especially evident in their appearances 
and attitudes. One poll participant, a first 
grade teacher, noticed her students using 
derogatory language, singing suggestive 
song lyrics, and even flirting with each 
other. 

Wi t h  c e l e b r i t i e s  c r e a t i n g 
impossible standards of beauty, more 
and more young adults are feeling less 
confident, angrier, and more dissatisfied 

with their appearance. Based on a poll, 40% 
of nine and ten year-olds had tried losing 
weight and at age thirteen (Body Image 
and Gender Identity, 2002), 53% of girls 
were unhappy with their image (National 
Institute on Media and the Family). This 
cannot completely be blamed on the media, 
but with celebrities becoming thinner and 
thinner, the images of these television stars 
and models have been connected to body 
displeasure. 

Celebrities have glamorized 
smoking, alcohol, and drug use in the 
media and are setting an example for fans 
all over that it is acceptable to do these 
things. Their actions have more of an effect 
on us than many people think they do.  
Thin, addicted celebrities are changing the 
way young fans think and act. Stars need to 
turn these horrible habits around and realize 
that they need to be more concerned with 
themselves and their portrayal in the media. 

maintaining your GPA.  It’s only March– 
don’t let senioritis kick in just yet.
I also want to make you all aware of the 
fact that now is the time to start applying for 
scholarships.  There are tons of scholarships 
out there right now for us seniors and with 
a little effort, some of them could be 
yours.  These are hard times and money 
is tight.  If you weren’t offered any 
merit scholarships from the colleges 
you’ve been accepted to, that means 
YOU have to pay for everything: 
tuition, room and board, books, etc.  
Don’t get yourself caught in debt 
when you’re fresh out of college 
and unemployed.   Scholarships 
mean FREE MONEY!  Money 
that could be yours if you show 
that you want it.
The end of the year is getting 
close and I’m just as excited 
as all of you!  Prom, Senior Outing, 
GRADUATION! are all just around the 

corner.  It’s all going to come at us quickly, 
meaning it’s our job to get done what needs 
to be finished before it’s too late.  Don’t 
let senioritis attack you too soon.  We’ve 
come this far and we need to finish what 

we started.  In the end, it’ll all 
pay off.  Good luck to 

you all!

By: Velouria Joyner

By Alexis Sanchez
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On the cutting edge of Indie Rock 
music is a Montville High based band 
known as Fifties Slang. They first formed 
as freshmen with guitarist Jorge Verde and 
drummer Ryan 

Tagle, later recruiting 
bassist Kevin Stoodt for their debut at the 
2009 talent show. This show was a key 
day for the group because there they saw 
pianist/singer Matt Navetta perform an 

amazing solo act. Navetta 
jo ined  the 

band soon after. Fifties Slang wasn’t 
the group’s original name, 
they juggled with many 
names such as The Untitled 
Band of the MHS Freshmen, 
Underwear Party, Temporary 
Nice Guys, Baby Jogi and 
the Destroyers of Tagleland 
and my personal favorite, 
The Flaming Wahs. As The 
Flaming Wahs, they officially 
started making their own songs 
and completed the band by 
adding the musical pleasantries 
of guitarist Rico “Hardbody” 
Bergman. The force of fate 
bound together these masters 
of music, and they were ready to 
ROCK.

 The group’s first song, 
“Newport Mansions,” was a perfect 
mixture of rhythm, melody, and pure 
excellence. The track was featured on 

their EP Hooplah along with their second 
full length track ”Solid Wood Floors” 
which is rumored to be a satanic melody 
when played backwards. Over twenty 
copies of Hooplah were sold on their 
premiere performance at the Waterford 
VFW. Many Montvillians went to see them 
rock at this show, and dedicated drummer 
Ryan Tagle offered to pay the entrance fee 

for his loving fans. I personally 
went to this show, and Slang 

nearly tore up the stage. They 
played five original 

s o n g s  a n d 
two covers, 

k e e p i n g  t h e 
crowd on their 

toes. One fan got 
so excited that she 

threw a pair of her 
undergarments on stage; 

they seemed to be aimed 
towards guitarist “Hardbody” 

Bergman. Fans were dancing 
and cheering – a great start for 
the young rockers.

FeeliN’ gooD with FiFties slang

 
As a friend of the 

band members, I got a closer look at the 
life of Fifties Slang.  After seeing them 
practice I could see that they were having 
a fun time, and this was confirmed when all 
of the members said that being in the band 
“feels good.” One statement that stood out 
to me was, “I don’t study music theory, 
music theory studies me!” which highlights 
the spunk and humor of the group. The guys 
also all have ambitions for college, and plan 
on staying in the group as their secondary 
focus. This is wonderful news for their fans 
who look forward to a full length album. 
With five songs out, Fifties Slang is fun 
for the whole family, so check them 
out. Now.

By: Zachary Hall
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comfort level while still emphasizing your 
concern and willingness to listen. Resist 
any urge to criticize or pass judgment once 
your friend begins to talk. The important 
thing is that they are communicating. Avoid 
offering unsolicited advice or demands as 

well. Finally, don’t try to talk your 
friend out of their depression, 
even if their feelings or concerns 
appear silly or irrational to you. 
Simply acknowledge the pain and 

sadness they are feeling. If you don’t, they 
will feel like you don’t take their emotions 
seriously.

Hopefully, you taking a healthy 
interest in your friend’s life and feelings 
will inspire them to talk to their parents 
about being depressed and seek out 
treatment. 

If you or someone you know is 
depressed, and you’re not comfortable 
talking to a friend or parent, the guidance 
counselors and school psychologist Ms. 
Hally are always available to lend an ear. 

FeeliN’ gooD with FiFties slang
There are as many misconceptions 

about teen depression as there are about 
teenagers in general. Yes, the teen years 
are tough, but most teens balance angst 
with good friendships, success in school or 
outside activities, and the development of a 
strong sense of self. Occasional 
bad moods or acting out is to 
be expected, but depression is 
something different. Depression 
can destroy the very essence 
of a teenager’s personality, causing an 
overwhelming sense of sadness, despair, or 

anger. Depression can have an adverse effect 
on how well a teenager is doing in school, 
relationships with friends and family, 
and most importantly, their happiness 
and how they feel about themselves. In 
severe, untreated cases, there has even 

been the irreparable tragedy of suicide or 
homicide. It’s important to recognize the 
signs of depression and deal with it before 
it’s too late. 

If you or someone you know has 
some, or even all of these symptoms, 
there are ways of helping them. Let your 
depressed friend know that you’re there 
for them, fully and unconditionally. Hold 
back from asking a lot of questions, but 
make it clear that you’re ready and willing 
to provide whatever support they need. 
Don’t give up if your friend shuts you out 
at first. Talking about depression can be 
very tough. Be respectful of your friend’s 

coPiNg, liViNg aND helPiNg with DePressioN
By: Rachel Scovish

•	 Sadness	or	hopelessness.

•	 Irritability,	anger,	or	hostility.

•	 Tearfulness	or	frequent	crying.

•	 Withdrawal	from	friends	and	family.

•	 Loss	of	interest	in	activities.

•	 Changes	in	eating	and	sleeping	habits.

•	 Restlessness	and	agitation.

Let your depressed friend know that you’re there for 
them, fully and unconditionally. 

The signs of teen depression are easily recognized

•	 Feelings	of	worthlessness	and	guilt.

•	 Lack	of	enthusiasm	and	motivation.

•	 Fatigue	or	lack	of	energy.

•	 Difficulty	concentrating.

•	 Thoughts	of	death	or	suicide.

•	 Extreme	sensitivity	to	criticism.	

•	 Unexplained	aches	and	pains
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The First Ever Mr. Montville
By: Alexis Sanchez
The Class of 2012 hosted the first ever Mr. MHS contest on February 17th.  Competing for the title were Torin Radicioni, Casey Zalagens, Jon Mowan, Jon 
Reyyashi, Zach Scovish, Brett Robinson, Sean Hanrahan, Matt Navetta, and Louis Gaedt.  The guys each performed a talent, showed off their tuxes and 
answered two on-the-spot questions.  Judging them were Mr. Ellis, Mrs. Patten, and a representative from each class.
 The guys immediately got to impressing the judges with their talents.  Torin and Zach sang a duet to Frank Sinatra’s “New York, New York,”  Jon 
Mowan showed off his flag skills in a color-guard routine,  Sean and Matt each performed songs on the piano,  Louis sang Nat King Cole’s “L-O-V-E” a capella,  
and Casey, Brett, and Jon Reyyashi, with the help of Ryan Jennings and Ben Middel, performed an awesome dance routine which included a barrel roll!
 After showing off their skills, the guys got all dressed up in tuxedos donated by Claudio’s Formal Wear and were escorted across the stage by a few 
pretty ladies.  Finally, each of the boys answered two randomly chosen questions, one funny and one serious.  Some of the questions were personal, some were 
imaginative, and some left the guys speechless.  They all got through it!
 It takes a brave soul to get up onto a stage, perform a talent and answer questions in front of a crowd of people. Each of the guys showed a lot of courage 
and should be proud for getting through the night.  They should all consider themselves winners in that aspect.  But of course, the judges did have to decide who 
they thought were the top three leading contestants of the bunch.  Third place went to Casey Zalagens, second place went to Louis Gaedt, and the winner and 
first EVER Mr. MHS is…MATT NAVETTA! 
 Congratulations to all of the winners!  Everyone did great!

Mr. Montville 2011
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The winter of 2011 was crazy for 
Connecticut. The students of Montville 
High School were lucky enough to get a 
whopping six snow days in a matter of 
only three weeks. Kids received about five 
extra days for midterms, which were filled 
with studying and sledding. According to 
the National Weather Service the month of 
January had the most snow in one month 
since Connecticut began keeping records 
over 100 years ago. 

The snow never seemed to stop 
falling, and the mounds of snow that built 
up on all the street corners grew taller every 
day. For new drivers the mounds are like 
monsters just taunting them for an accident. 
My friend Miranda fell into one of the 
snow’s traps and was crashed. She said, 

“I was stuck behind a slow 
yellow tractor on 
Old Colchester Road 
going towards 82. It 

was going like eight 
miles per hour. I got 
mad and took the Salem 

Route to 82. I spun out 

wiNter oF 2011

it’s cool to be the colorguarD

 When the summer is coming 
toward its end, that’s when I’m the happiest 
because it means that a new season of 
colorguard is just starting. Colorguard is 
all about spinning flags, weapons, dancing, 
performing and lastly just having fun. 
We practice with the marching band after 
school twice a week, and when the season 
begins we start competing against other 
schools. We travel on Saturdays and go to 
different schools, not only to compete, but 
also to meet new people, try new things 
and become closer friends with the people 
in the band. Over time we all become very 
close and are able to laugh and joke with 
each other.  When the season ends,  we 
all remain very close and good friends 
and while this part has come to a close, 
Winterguard is just beginning.

and smashed into the snow bank. Luckily 
there was no mark on my car, so I didn’t tell 
my mom.” Young drivers are not prepared 
for severe winter weather, and many end 
up in accidents. Miranda added, “It was 
the scariest moment of my life.” Many of 
my other friends weren’t allowed to drive 
in the snow and their parents forced them 
to take the bus. Some students aren’t as 
fortunate and can’t take a bus home if they 
do after school activities, so they are forced 
to put their lives in danger and drive on 
the roads. Miranda had many unfortunate 
snow incidents and even witnessed a car 
crash into her newly purchased porch. 
Only minutes later she then witnessed two 
cop cars crash in front of her house when 
trying to help the women who had crashed 
into the porch. A witness (whose credibility 
is questionable), who saw both accidents 
said, “This is craziness! Two accidents in 
a matter of fifteen minutes! These roads 
aren’t safe and we have been cursed by the 
snow devil. The town didn’t even cancel 
school. I think they secretly want to kill off 
their students, so they made them drive in 

this weather.” 
Buildings in Connecticut collapsed 

left and right due to the weight of snow and 
rain. According to the Hartford Courant, 
Middletown opened its emergency shelter 
at Middletown High School to house 100 
people who live in an apartment building 
that has a roof problem. Multiple shopping 
centers also had to close their doors due to 
roof problems. A K-Mart in Cromwell had 
to be evacuated because of cracks inside 
and outside of the store. The towns and 
cities of Connecticut have spent extreme 
amounts of extra money on snow removal 
and are taking money from other parts of 
their budget. The stores are also losing 
money because they have to close down 
and make building repairs. 

Snow is usually seen as beautiful 
where you can stare out your window and 
see it covering all the trees, or as an outdoor 
activity for kids. This year snow is seen as 
an evil weapon that has been a hassle to 
the state of Connecticut. As the unreliable 
witness said, “We have been cursed by the 
snow devil.” 

 Winterguard is the same 
concept as Colorguard except we 
are just the guard. This means 
there are no instrumentalists or 
band members playing. Also, we 
are inside while we spin, dance, 
perform and compete because it is 
way too cold outside this time of 
the year. Now, because it’s just the 
guard, there are just about eleven 
people. That means we’re all closer 
together and have tons of fun all the 
time. Not only are we close to our 
team mates, but to our coaches as 
well, Jennifer Kollwitz and Bethany 
Wagner. Without these two coaches 
this program wouldn’t be what it is 
right now, and we thank both for 
what they have put into it.

By: CC Ciaudelli

By:  Abigail Engelgau
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Our school has an environmental 
club, a drama club, a robotics club, a 
cooking club, an art club and much 
more. By definition; a club is a social 
organization and those mentioned above 
fulfill that definition, they help students get 
involved with subjects they love or need 
for academic reasons. Clubs also allow 
students to meet others who share the same 
interests and forge friendships.   However 
paranormal research is a field that some 
students are interested, in yet no club exists 
for it at this school. These students are in a 
bind, there are research groups near here,  
but they don’t accept minors. Creating 
a paranormal research club would allow 
students to pool their collective knowledge, 
learn more than they would alone, and 
gain contacts if they desire to research the 
paranormal after they graduate, possibly 
forming their own groups as adults. 

While many dismiss it as myth, 
legend or superstition, there are some who 
believe in the supernatural. From ghosts 
and demons, to vampires and wendigos, 
lore on the paranormal varies and leaves 

a ParaNorMal research club at Mhs

elsewhere: a book reView

 The book Elsewhere by Gabrielle 
Zevin is the story of a fifteen-year old girl 
named Liz. After a rather tragic death, Liz 
wakes up and finds herself on a mysterious 
ship with no hair and a stranger in her 
bunk. She then travels to Elsewhere, where 
people go after they die to age backwards 
and be reborn back to earth. Liz meets 
many interesting friends along the way 
including her Grandma Betty.
  The story starts out with Liz 
waking up on the strange ship. Thanks to 
Thandi, an odd girl sharing a bunk with 
Liz, she soon discovers that they are on 
their way to Elsewhere, the place where 
the dead go to be reborn. When Liz arrives 
at Elsewhere, she meets a familiar looking 
woman, her Grandma Betty. Betty takes 
great care of Liz as she ages backwards 

the feeling that humans don’t 
know everything about the 
world.  Monsters that haunt the 
night and evoke our deepest 
fears, and beings that stand in 
the peripheral of humanity’s 
vision and disappear when 
looked at, have risen up in 
human imagination for as long 
as there have been humans. Our 
ancestors told stories of these 
creatures, stories to teach and 
to warn, and all of them leave a 
message: we aren’t alone in this 
world. Like an itch, curiosity 
compels us to investigate and explore, even 
though it could be a bad idea. Groups like 
The Atlantic Paranormal Society, TAPS, 
and 826 Paranormal (a paranormal research 
group comprised of law enforcement 
officials), try to fulfill this curiosity and 
uncover the truth. 

Of course, many tend to reject 
this notion and prefer to stay in a bubble 
of denial. However,  if people just say 
no and never try see otherwise, then 

they’re promoting ignorance in the matter. 
Research, study, and skepticism are needed 
to sift through the enormous amounts of 
information and evidence available in 
order to find the truth. Given the nature of 
the supernatural, evidence is difficult to 
provide and sometimes the evidence given 
is dubious. Like any field, paranormal 
research is filled with mistakes and errors, 
but with persistence these mistakes also 
help researchers to refine their knowledge 
and come out the stronger for it. 

(wait, ages backwards?). In Elsewhere, in 
order to be reborn to Earth, you must age 
backwards until you are an infant, ready to 
travel back into life. 
Gabrielle Zevin takes a unique point of 
view on the concept of life after death and 
reincarnation. It is a truly inspiring story, 
especially for someone Liz’s age, who is 
able to relate to her as a person. The story 
is quite successful in taking a lighter side 
of the concept of death and the afterlife. 
It’s a playful, fun story about a regular, 
ordinary girl.

An Opinion Piece by Gerald Hood

By:  Velouria Joyner
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 Imagine a city with tropical 
temperatures, exotic cultures and high 
crime rates;  a place where people from 
all walks of life gather to celebrate and 
dance. This city is Miami,  the setting of 
the TV show Dexter (based on a book 
series written by Jeff Lindsay) and home to 
the titillating character of the same name.   
Dexter Morgan is a man with a charming 
personality, a respectable job and a loving 
girlfriend. However, all of these things 
mask his true identity making him seem 
more socially acceptable.  In reality, Dexter 
is a serial killer. 
 To him the life of another living 
creature is his to play with, to end it 
however he wants.  He doesn’t deny 
his killing urge; through flashbacks the 
audience sees that he’s had them since 
childhood, but because of the guidance 
of his foster father, Harry,  he channels 
them towards other killers.  Harry was a 
cop and used his understanding of the law 
to unwittingly teach Dexter how to avoid 
being caught and to help him understand 
that sometimes killers need to be killed. 
Throughout the show Dexter points out 
that he is different from everyone else--
emotionless for the most part,  a monster 
and an outsider. Because of this he observes 
normal humans and finds them sometimes 
interesting. 
 On the outside Dexter works as 
a blood spatter forensics expert working 
for the Miami police department--ironic 

because of his “projects” but it also makes 
sense; he has an obsession with blood 
and working with the police gives him a 
chance to see gruesome crimes and the 
work of other serial killers.  His job also 
allows him to access files related to killers 
who got through the system and exact 
punishment on them. Debra Morgan, 
Dexter’s sister, also works with the Miami 
police department and uses Dexter’s insight 
into killers to help solve crimes. 
 In the first few seasons Dexter 
dates a woman named Rita, a person 
who he describes as “as broken as I am” 
because before they started dating Rita 
suffered abuse and rape at the hand of 
her ex-husband. The reason he dates her, 
other than to look normal, is because of her 

Dexter, the tV show
A review by Gerald Hood

salsa coNtest 
Put on by the World Language Department; 
the Salsa Contest at Montville High has 
become an annual event. This year there 
were 80 salsas entered into competition.
Students prepared salsas ranging in heat 
from mild to inferrno as well as sweet 
fruit salsas.  MHS staff members judged 
the salsas based on presentation and taste. 
This years’ 1st place winners were Grace 
Bozsum and Ashley Jacques.

By: Chiefatin Staff Writers

past relationship she fears being intimate 
and that suites Dexter fine. Rita has two 
children, Astor and Cody, and Dexter 
seems to actually care about them. He gives 
the children treats, plays with them, and 
sometimes sings them to sleep, giving the 
audience a more human view of him. 
 All in all, the first few episodes of 
this show are worth seeing. It has a great 
main character. The way Dexter is portrayed 
is both fascinating and disturbing, someone 
who is interesting and makes people 
question their morality. The relationships 
he has with others and the way he maintains 
his double life is a tangled web and to 
see him work his way through life is 
fascinating. 
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 Think of the life you have here. 
You wake up in the morning for school 
and your parents go to work or stay home. 
When you come home, you have the free 
will to pretty much do whatever and go 
wherever you want- after you finish your 
homework, of course. Now think of your 
life, but in an entirely different world. 
This is a world where you stare starvation 
in the face every day. In this world, you 
are under the thumb of an oppressive 
government to the point in which you 
can’t leave the district you were born in. 
This is a place where once a year, you are 
forced to watch 24 boys and girls, ages 12 
through 17 literally fight to the death on 
cable television and you could be next. 
 This is the world of Panem, a 
country which now stands on the ruins of 
North America ruled over by a tyrannical 
government who forces its 12 Districts into 
a death grip of poverty and starvation with 
each passing year. Once upon a time, there 
was a 13th District, but when the crushing 
deprivation became too much for them they 
began a revolt against their government. 
This resulted in that district being wiped 
off the face of the earth, and every year to 
remind the other districts that disagreeing 
with your domineering government is a 
no-no, they take a boy and a girl from 
each district that is then placed in the 
Cornucopia to slaughter their way through 
23 other kids to go back home. 
 This is the world of Katniss 

Everdeen, a 16 year old 
girl taking care of her 
mother and younger sister 
Prim after her father 
was killed in a mining 
accident. To feed them, 
she poaches the forbidden 
woods beyond District 12 
with her best friend, Gale. 
On the morning of the reaping (when they 
pick the names of the children going into 
the Hunger Games), Katniss and Gale 
are joking about the people living in the 
Capitol and their silly accents and how 
the Hunger Games is a simple form of 
entertainment for those shallow citizens, 
when Gale suggest that they could simply 
run into the woods and live on their own if 
they didn’t have families to support. Gale 
and Katniss make their rounds through 
the city, selling strawberries and squirrels, 
and then return home to get ready for the 
reaping ceremony in the center of town. 
Everyone is dressed their best, for the 
reapings are televised throughout Panem. 
The age groups are circled off, and in no 
time the names are called. The first name 
called is Prim Everdeen, Katniss’ 12 year 
old sister. Given the bloodthirsty, savage 
nature of the Hunger Games, hunter 
Katniss chooses to take her sister’s place 
and bounds onto the stage, a loophole in 
the reaping ceremony. Effie Trinket, the 
District overseer for the Hunger Games 
is delighted to see such verve, especially 

since District 12 hasn’t had a victor in 
decades. The last surviving victor is a 
cripplingly alcoholic, fetid, furious shell 
of a man named Haymitch who makes a 
lasting impression on Panem by drunkenly 
tumbling headfirst off the stage while 
commenting on how Katniss has spunk, 
and effectively knocking himself out. The 
second person called is Peeta Mellark, a 
boy who saved Katniss and her family from 
starvation by tolerating a smack to the face 
from his mother for purposefully burning 
two loaves of bread from his parent’s 
bakery and throwing them to her when she 
was rooting through his garbage in the rain 
to feed herself and her family before she 
could effectively hunt. So, with the fact that 
Peeta saved her life at childhood hanging 
over her head, Katniss has to devise a way 
to kill him. 
 This book is the first in a trilogy 
and was an amazing read; I could barely 
stand to put it down between classes. 
It’s a gory, romantic book that keeps you 
guessing. The Hunger Games has become 
one of my favorite books, and I hope that 
it will become one of your favorites, too. 

huNgrY For More huNger gaMes
A book review by Rachael Scovish
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 Ever since childhood most people 
have been exposed to superheroes in the 
form of comics, movies, and videogames. 
Some even dream of become a hero 
themselves, fighting villains and saving 
civilians. However as children grow older 
and “reality” sets in, this dream dies along 
with the grandeur. For some, this goal 
becomes more than a dream, it becomes 
their mission to protect people from crimes 
beyond the usual dialing of 911.  Not all of 
them don costumes, though most do, but 
each works towards helping people and 
making the world better. They are called 
Real Life Superheroes, RLSH for short, 
and whether they prevent crimes, become 
social activists, or help the homeless, they 
do their best to help their fellow humans. 
 An example of this is Phoenix 
Jones, a man who dresses in a black and 
gold costume and patrols the streets of 
Seattle. According to him he doesn’t 
dress up and walk around on a whim, he 
prepares himself for the dangers and acts 
accordingly. He wears a bullet proof vest 
and clothing design to withstand physical 
trauma. The reason he does this is because 
when a crime happens and the people who 
witness it either do nothing or call the 
police. Jones and his group of likeminded 
peers, the Rain City Superhero Movement, 

believe that calling the police is good but, 
sometimes more action is needed. Thus he 
helps the citizens of Seattle in the best way 
he can, protecting them himself. 
 The  Ra in  C i ty  Supe rhe ro 
Movement isn’t the only real life superhero 
group in the US; an online movement 
with members from across the nation 
exists. Like Jones and his group, these 
people fight crimes and help people rather 
than let others take responsibility. The 
movement, whose website is at this link 
www.reallifesuperheroes.org, is a loose 
network of RLSH working together by 
pooling their resources and collective 
experience together to be more effective 
in their efforts. However, even though 
these people are connected by the same 
goal, they aren’t unified in their approach. 
Some patrol for criminals like Jones, while 
others use their time to help and feed 
the homeless. These two are just small 
examples of the efforts of RLSH. Michael 
Barnett, a first-time filmmaker, has filmed a 
documentary about these individuals’ effort 
and it shows the experiences these people 
go through. The film, called Superheroes: A 
Documentary Film will premiere at Utah’s 
Slamdance Film Festival. 
 Given the dangers, police urge 
citizens to be careful when dealing with 

criminals and some believe that RLSH 
put themselves at unnecessary risk. With 
the attention given to them in the past few 
months the risks are increased as criminals 
become aware of the situation. As it is, 
most veteran RLSH say that amateurs 
shouldn’t patrol alone and to be prepared 
for violence. 
 Real life superheroes are citizen 
who aren’t apathetic to the suffering 
of others, who work for the benefit of 
humanity. They dress up in symbols of 
peace and justice to bring a message across, 
that some won’t sit down while others are 
in need.  Are they problematic individuals 
with delusions or are they people who 
will bear ridicule and injury for what they 
believe in?

real liFe suPerheroes
By: Gerald Hood
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2ND seMester FreshMaN Year

I had heard many stories about high school 
and the type of things that happen At MHS 
every day before I even got here. It was not 
exactly what I had expected. I am almost on 
my own, finally doing things for myself. It 
made me feel somewhat even more grown 
up. I had done a lot of growing up during 
this past summer, but high school seemed 
like a very big, scary, intimidating place. 
When I got here, I saw many different types 
of people and was able to make a lot of new 
friends. And it seemed great, like I would 
make all kinds of friends and everything 

was great, my life was getting pretty good. 
But the cold reality of the real world is still 
out there all around me:  failure, bullying, 
cliques, and I see these things everyday 
knowing that I can’t change them or do 
anything to help the situation. The only 
person I can help is me and I live with that 
every day, which is why I am glad I have 
been able to piece my life back together in 
school and at home. I was able to realize 
my priorities and gain a lot of maturity and 
keep it...most of the time anyways. 
I sometimes feel like I’m ready to go out 

By:  Joey Weekly

there and take on the world, but I know I 
still know I have a lot to learn, so I thank 
and appreciate the teachers who give me 
my education. I guess you could say high 
school is a scary place, but only for those 
who are scared of growing up. 


